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ODDS and evens was the 
not-much-fun game played 
during regular petrol strikes 
from the 1960s to the 1980s.

Under government rules, 
motorists with number pates 
starting with an odd num-
ber were allowed to fill up 
one day, and even numbers 
the next.

Queues often extended 
hundreds of metres and, 

sometimes petrol would run 
out before motorists could 
get to the pump.

One of many fantastic pho-
tos from petrol strike days in 
the Leader archives shows 
a motorist in 1976 pushing 
his car to the pump while 
remaining in the queue.

Another photo, in 1973, 
shows more than 70 cars in a 
sweeping line waiting to get 

petrol from the XL service 
station at Earlwood.

The bonnets of two of the 
cars are lifted  they were also 
the days of radiators over-
heating.

Queues were also pho-
tographed at Brighton-Le-
Sands, Caringbah, Rockdale 
and Arncliffe during vari-
ous strikes.

A classic shot taken at 

Kurnells only petrol station 
(since closed), outside the 
oil refinery where operators 
were on strike, is of horse 
rider Maxine Goldthorpe 
looking as though she hasnt 
a worry in the world, while 
motorists wait for their turn 
at the pump.

One of the longest strikes, 
lasting 21 days, occurred in 
1982 and involved operators 

at the Kurnell refinery, with 
a separate dispute at Shells 
Clyde refinery.

The strike ended only 
after the Wran government 
invoked emergency powers 
and ordered refinery workers 
back to work. 

See all the photos from 
petrol strikes in the 1960s-
1980s at: theleader.com.au

COPY Odds and evens was a serious game

From heartbreak to hope
THE community will unite 
for a meaningful cause as 
Sutherland Shire resident 
Lisa Curtis announces her 
sponsorship of the inaugural 
Sheridan's Big Night Out. 

Scheduled for March 21 at 
the St George Leagues Club, 
this � rst-of-its-kind gather-
ing serves as both a heartfelt 
fundraiser and a celebration 
of the vibrant life of Sheri-
dan Apter.

� e event was born out of a 
desire to � nd light following 
a profound loss. On Septem-
ber 28, 2025, the Apter fam-
ily tragically lost Sheridan at 
the age of 35. In the wake of 

their grief, her family knew 
they needed to honour her 
memory through the sport 
that de� ned her life: netball. 
For 27 years, Sheridan was a 
� xture on the court, serving 
as a player, umpire, coach, 
and mentor to many.

"We had to honour Sher-
idan in a meaningful way 
and create a proper legacy," 
said her father, John Apter. 
� is mission led the fam-
ily to the Con� dent Girls 
Foundation. Established in 
2015, the charity focuses on 
empowering women and 
girls aged � ve to 30 who are 
experiencing disadvantage. 
By providing opportunities 
to build resilience and lead-

ership through netball, the 
foundation perfectly mirrors 
the inclusion and con� -
dence Sheridan championed 
throughout her life.

All proceeds support the 
foundation's work. Ms Cur-
tis, of Highland Property, 
is proud to help bring this 
vision to life, sees the spon-
sorship as a way to ensure 
Sheridan's in� uence con-
tinues to grow. "Supporting 
Sheridan's Big Night Out 
is an opportunity to car-
ry forward a legacy built 
on inclusion, con� dence, 
and community," she said. 
"Sheridan's impact on those 
around her was remarkable, 
and I'm proud to help cham-

pion a cause that mirrors the 
values she lived by".

Ms Curtis was introduced 
to the cause through her 
sister, who worked with 

Sheridan's brother. Moved 
by the family's story, Lisa felt 
a natural connection to the 
mission. Having been part of 
the Big Brothers Big Sisters' 
program for over 10 years, 
she has seen the positive 
impact organisations like the 
Con� dent Girls Foundation 
can have on young people. 
"As a mother, I resonate with 
the family's heartfelt story 
and the signi� cance of such 

a tragic loss," she said.
In a tribute to Sheridan's 

passion for the St George 
Illawarra Dragons, Ms Curtis 
reached out to former Drag-
ons player Jason Nightin-
gale. Knowing that Sheridan 
kept a photo in her car of 
Nightingale's 2010 premier-
ship-winning try, the NRL 
legend has con� rmed he will 
attend the event in support 
of the family.

 Sheridan Apter's memory 
has inspired a new 
fundraiser for girls in sport. 
Picture supplied 

‘‘Sheridan's impact on those around 
her was remarkable 
Lisa Curtis
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Call or email for a brochure

The Senior Newspaper and Travelrite International invite you to join them on these great holidays

16 September 202622 DAYS

HIGHLIGHTS:
• 8-day Queen Victoria Mediterranean cruise from Istanbul to Rome
• The ancient cities of Ephesus, Athens, Olympia and Hierapolis
• The hills and the fantastical topography of Cappadocia
• Istanbul’s Topkapi Palace, Blue Mosque, Grand Bazaar & Aya Sofya
• Tour Gallipoli to learn about battles fought in 1915
• Tour the Eternal City of Rome to see the Colosseum and Vatican City
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HIGHLIGHTS:
• Luxury 7 night Norwegian Dawn Cruise
• Tour Barcelona, including the Sagrada Familia and Park Guell
• Visit the Alhambra Palace and Generalife Gardens in Granada
• Sightseeing tour of the Rock of Gibraltar and its Barbary Apes
• Explore Seville’s cathedral and the Alcazar Palace
• Discover Portugal: the capital Lisbon, Sintra, and the historic Porto
• Cruise along the Douro River and Port tasting in Vila Nova de Gaia

SPAIN & PORTUGAL CRUISESPAIN & PORTUGAL CRUISE
WITH LYN HIRSCH
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SPAIN & PORTUGAL CRUISESPAIN & PORTUGAL CRUISESPAIN & PORTUGAL CRUISESPAIN & PORTUGAL CRUISESPAIN & PORTUGAL CRUISESPAIN & PORTUGAL CRUISE

3 to 16 May 2026 OR 13 to 26 Sep 202614 DAYS

From Only $13,490pp From Only $9,995pp

HIGHLIGHTS:
• 7 night cruise on PS Murray Princess in an Outside Cabin 

including all meals
• Kangaroo Island wildlife, gourmet food and iconic coastal scenery
• Flinders Chase, Seal Bay sea lions and remarkable rock formations
• Murray River cruise with wildlife, wine tastings and onboard 

entertainment
• Historic rail journeys, river towns and unique Australian heritage
• Aboriginal rock art, bush experiences and classic Aussie hospitality

MURRAY RIVERMURRAY RIVER
AND SOUTH AUSTRALIA
EXPLORATION
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WESTERN AUSTRALIA’SWESTERN AUSTRALIA’S
RAILWAYS & WILDFLOWER TOUR

HIGHLIGHTS:
• Spot kangaroos at Lucky Bay in the postcard perfect Cape Le Grand
• See landscapes dotted with colourful wildfl owers such as 

bottlebrush, orchids and banksias
• Travel on the Bennett Brook Railway, a historic steam train
• Traverse the coastal road on the Great Ocean Drive in Albany
• Enjoy the iconic Valley of the Giants Tree-Top-Walk in Tingledale
• See 300 marine species at the Underwater Observatory in Busselton
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